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VaUabhbhai is a Patel by name and by fame. By achieving the
victory of Bardoli he has made that fame his for ever. Have you
ever heard of anyone presenting an address to a business man who
upholds his reputation? How many addresses have you presented
to Seth Mangaldas for the bills of exchange which he honours?
I do not know what you would do if he did not honour them.
If you really want to congratulate the satyagrahis, I wish you
understood the implications of the triumph and digested as much
as suited your constitution. You may imitate the experiment, if you
can, but I may tell you that imitation is not easy. As every indi-
vidual has his individuality, events have theirs. Rather, therefore,
than imitate an experiment, you should appreciate its inherent
meaning and try to translate it in life. Non-co-operation, satya-
graha, civil disobedience are constantly on our lips, and as many
good things have been done in their name, some undesirable things
have also been done. Let those who give these names their lip-
loyalty realize their true meaning and implications. The fact that
satyagraha is on every lip is an indication of the fact that all parties
desire swaraj, but mere repetition of the word satyagraha or
empty praise of it means nothing. You have to work for it, if
you are to achieve anything.
A thirsty man cannot quench his thirst by his merely
shouting that he is thirsty. He should work to construct tanks
and sink wells, or fetch water from them. In other words, his
thirst can be quenched only by his working to that end. Similarly,
it will not help if you feel satisfied merely by hearing at this
meeting the praises of satyagraha. I, therefore, request you to
understand the meaning of satyagraha.
It is not Sjt. VaUabhbhai Patel who has triumphed in Bar-
doli, it is truth and non-violence that have triumphed. If you
think that they have rightly triumphed, you must adopt them as
your weapons in every walk of life, I cannot promise that you
will have success every time you try them. God has not made us
omniscient so that we may be able to see whether we have achiev-
ed ultimate success or not. The poet who realized this truth has
left us the legacy of his immortal phrase: "Immortal hope lies
hidden in a thousand despairs." All we have to do is to work with-
out hope of fruit or reward. If therefore you follow Sjt. Vallabh-
bhai's example and pursue truth and non-violence with his devo-
tion, you may be sure that there will not be friends wanting to
congratulate you,
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